                                   25th of June 2004





Dear Member,


                       Welcome to our last magazine of the season 2003/04. Our worst fears have been confirmed and like a dog in pain relagtion almost came as a relief in the end. It was a horrible campaign. Three different managers in charge and conceding  a massive 75 goals tells its own story. From the dizzy heights of a Champions League Semi-Final just o


�


ver four years our rapid decline was acted out like a soap opera for all to see. Who is to blame ? I spent a number of weeks on this and you can read my opinions later on in “Where it all went wrong” ? This is strictly my view, and no doubt you will have your own opinions. 


We have been left with a quantity of overpaid and under performing individuals. That much is clear, and the value other clubs put on these players reflect  badly on the people who brought them to our club. 


Alan Smith, one of our “crown jewels” has left us. For those who castigate the lad and never want to see him wear a Leeds shirt again, I would simply reply as follows. Leeds had to sell the player. He sweated blood and tears for the club and unlike most of the others who wore the white shirt last season, he gave 100 % and was there to be counted. On joining Man United, I believe he is well entitled to go there and the sooner Leeds fans become more entrenched in seeing Leeds do well rather than Man United perform badly, the better for all of us. Smudger ignored his £800,000 signing on fee so that the hard up club he left would be better off. We’ll see if Viduka, Duberry, Mills or Barmby are as generous when they leave Elland Road.


We have moved away from £18M purchases or even £1M purchases. To date the players brought in by new manager Kevin Blackwell have all been free transfers. I wish him well in the job and at this juncture I think it is a wise choice. I also would like to wish his assistant Sam Ellis all the best with Leeds.  Joachim, Ricketts, Pugh, Butler, Carlisle, and Cardamderi may not have been the players we would have purchased a couple of seasons ago, but that is not to say they won’t be better buys than some of our recent additions. Believe it or not, since we signed Nick Barmby for £2.75M in August 2002 our next 18 signings have all been “frees” or loan signings. All most Leeds fans ask for is committment and honesty,


The new board led by Gerald Krasner have a lot to prove to Leeds fans who have had their fill of board over the past number of seasons. They have been secrettive to date despite Peter Lorimer’s occasional comments. I hope they have the club at heart. Nobody else came into save the club so they deserve a chance, but lets not forget, that as well as creditors having £80M of debt wiped out, many Leeds fans had their shares extinguished over night in the deal that went through.


We start at home to Deby County on August 7th, and have trips to Plymouth, Crewe and Burnley to look forward to instead of Old Trafford, St James Park and Anfield. It may take us a while to settle and if we got to the play offs next season I think it would be a huge achievement. Let’s wait and see. 


On the branch side of things we will be having our AGM up stairs  in Peadar Mcardles, Anne Street, Dundalk on Friday, July 9th at 8.30 PM. I would ask that you do your level best to attend because this is the forum where you have your opinions and voice heard. Look forward to seeing you there on the night. 











